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                          The gift of teaching  
 
Introduction:  
C.S. Lewis said: “the task of the modern educator is not to cut down jungles 
but to irrigate desserts”. Hearts that are like desserts burst into life as we sow 
the seed of the Word of God and irrigate it with prayer. 
 
Teaching is one of what we call the “Fivefold ministries” given to bring the 
church to maturity: 
“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ.”  
Eph 4: 11-13 
 
The thrill of teaching is to see Jesus use us as a channel for His Word, 
causing sinners to be saved, bringing the Church to unity, maturity and 
inspiring them to go and share the gospel. Before His ascension Jesus 
commanded us to “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” Matt: 28:19-20.  
 
What did Jesus command us? 
This should be our starting point when we decide what to teach. There are 
many things Jesus commanded us – to baptise, to take the bread and the 
wine, to worship in spirit and truth, to be without hypocrisy, to give our all to 
God, etc. All these things are to be taught enthusiastically and regularly. 
 
The starting point: The Gospel: 
The centre of the gospel or “Good News” is found in John 3:16: For God so 
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. This is the doorway into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. The New Testament also clearly teaches that belief in 
Jesus means that we will ask God for forgiveness, repent of all our wrong 
doing and then be baptised. This is the basic beginning of the Christian life. 
 
Once we have entered into the Kingdom of God, the kernel of Jesus’ teaching 
was His new commandment to love one another as He has loved us: 
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
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must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another.” John 13:34,35 
 
1 John 3:13-18 develops this: “Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, 
if the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to life, 
because we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 
Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no 
murderer has eternal life residing in him. This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for 
our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a 
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be 
in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with 
actions and in truth.” 
- So a major goal of our teaching is to create and maintain a church where, 
as in the church in Philadelphia (Greek=brotherly love) in Revelation 3, 
brotherly love is its essence. This is the church Jesus commends. 
 
Building the walls 
The walls for the church are sound doctrine or teaching. The defence of a city 
in biblical times was considered the first priority. If the walls weren’t well 
maintained then the Enemy could get in. Jesus is the door in the wall through 
which we all must come. “The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy. I 
have come that they might have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10: 10) 
 
But how do we define the walls? Simply put, they are all teaching that is in 
accord with the New Testament of Jesus Christ. All teaching must be 
continually checked with the plumb line of the NT. What’s more, our 
emphasis, though it may shift from time to time as the Holy Spirit leads us to 
teach on a certain theme, must always come back to the emphasis of the NT.  
 
The Old Testament, as interpreted by Jesus Christ, also reinforces the walls. 
The Psalms show us how to sing and pray; the books of Solomon give us 
wisdom; the history books are a unique insight into how society transforms 
over generations; the prophets show us how to encourage, comfort and 
envision the church. 
 
Reading the NT and OT books daily helps to build and maintain the walls to 
prevent the Enemy bringing in division and false doctrine. On 
www.riversoflife.org.uk are videos of the whole Bible to listen and read 
through daily, both in English and Spanish and we constantly recommend it 
to the church. Reading the Bible aloud in meetings and in our homes is also a 
good way to keep spiritually healthy. Just as we eat food every day, so we 
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need to feed off God’s Word. 
 
 
Examples of the sound doctrine: 
The NT emphasises numerous essential points and as we’ve previously 
stated, Jesus exhorts us to teach the church to obey all things that He 
commands (Matt 28:20, so we need to allow plenty of time for teaching. Here 
are some of the many key issues: 
 
Prayer:  
Through His example and teaching Jesus showed that believing prayer was a 
major key. Paul talks about “mentioning” people in prayer; at the other 
extreme Jesus prayed earnestly with great drops of blood. He fasted for forty 
days and nights. He also constantly commanded people to be healed. 
Thanks and praise also accompanied his prayers. 
 
Love one another: 
So much of the NT teaching is devoted to developing loving relationships: 
Humility, service, esteeming each other better than ourselves, helping each 
other practically, forgiving, not envying or hating, etc.  
 
Don’t be afraid of repeating or teaching the obvious: 
School teachers know the importance of reinforcement, and indeed both 
children and adults gain confidence as they have confirmed what they 
already know. In a standard message nothing needs to be novel and indeed 
there is nothing new under the sun. It is to build up and strengthen what is 
already known. However, there are thousands of creative ways of serving up 
the same spiritual food. Memorising scripture is also an excellent way to lay a 
firm foundation in each believer’s heart.  
 
Maintaining and developing unity: 
Jesus’ prayer before He went to the cross was for “those who will believe in 
me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you 
are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, 
that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they 
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you have loved me. (John 17:20-23) 
 
Teach with humility: 
Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 



The gift of teaching  

These notes accompany a message give on 3
rd

 April 2016. For further copies see riversoflife.org.ok/audio 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.” Matt 11:28. People will switch off if they sense any self-
promotion or pride in our teaching. We must be imitators of Jesus. 
 
Not many teachers: 
Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you 
know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. James 3:1 
This encourages us to fear God that what we teach is pure and true. We are 
all teachers by our example to others, and our words are empty if we don’t 
live them out. 
 
Christians are all different but work towards the same goal: 
If we look at ants, we see that they have different functions but all work 
towards the same goal: to build the ants nest and reproduce. The Bible tells 
us to “Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones. Learn from their ways and 
become wise! Though they have no prince or governor or ruler to make them 
work, they labour hard all summer, gathering food for the winter. Prov 6:6-8.  
Every ant seems to have a built in chip or gene that says: “your job is to build 
the colony”. It only works towards this goal all day long. In the same way in 
every born again Christian God has implanted a chip to build the church. Just 
as the sign that we’ve passed from death to life is that we love the church, so 
it also means that we live only to build the church all day long. 

Practical points: 
The value and effect of teaching is directly related to the quality and amount 
of prayer and meditation put in. We are all different so our preparation will 
also be different; however our message needs to be meditated on as early as 
possible before it’s preached, and then meditated on while we are going to 
sleep walking, travelling, etc. It’s also a good idea to discuss it with others 
and get them to read your notes. 
 
Illustration is important: Jesus used a vast number of parables to give us 
something to visualise.  
 
Conclusion: our goal as teachers: 
The goal of our teaching is that each individual grow in their relationship with 
Jesus Christ and pleasing Him. This is done primarily by teaching the church 
to pray, moving the church towards unity and love for one another, unity and 
love for all believers. It should also be to “present every man perfect”  
(Col 1:28). With good solid teaching the church is secure and “grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.” Eph 4:16.  

 


